THEMATIC STUDY OF THE QUR’AN
TSQ 17 (March 04, 2023)
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Invitation to reflect understood.
But how to reflect?

The object of reflection and the one reflecting
Object of Reflection:
Broadly speaking: Three realms:
1. The natural world
ii. Human history
iii. What happens within
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But it does not benefit if there is no receptivity:
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The greatest opening for reflection is what is intimately connected to us, not
what 1s out there, in the natural world, or in human history.

The Qur’anic lens:

L@M\a&\QM@W&y)\w&ﬁﬂ\w@w@m\
Taj al-Din Abu al-Fadl Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al—Karlm ibn Abd al-Rahman ibn
Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Isa ibn Hussein ibn “Ata Allah al-Judhami al-Iskandari al-Shadhili
Born 658 AH /1259 CE
Died 709 AH /1310 CE
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What a difference between one who proceeds from God in his argumentation
and one who proceeds inferentially to Him! He who has Him as his starting
point knows the Real (al-Haqq) as It is, and proves any matter by reference to
the being of its Origin. But inferential argumentation comes from the absence
of union with Him. Otherwise, when was it that He was absent that one has to
proceed inferentially to Him? Or when was it that He was distant that created
things (al-athar) themselves will unite us to Him?
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Gnosis of Allah remained a central concern for the Sufis, who are unanimous in the
assertion—as al-Kalabadhi (d. 380/990) contends in his al-Ta ‘arruf li-madhhab ahl al-tasawwuf
(p. 69)—that “Allah alone is the Guide to Himself.”

This position reverberates throughout the genres of Sufi literature, from the sayings of al-
Hasan al-Basri to the early doctrinal and methodological treatises on tasawwuf, such as those
of al-Muhasibi (d. 243/ca.857), al-Junayd al-Baghdadi (d. ¢a.296/908), al-Sulami (325-
412/936-1031), Abt Nasr al-Sarraj al-Tusi, Abu Talib al-Makki (d. 386/996), al-Qushayri
(376-465/ca.986-ca.1073), and al-Hujwiri (d. ca.465/1072).

Al-Junayd said, “Gnosis is of two kinds: ma “rifat ta‘arruf and marifat ta‘rif. [The former]
means that Allah, Mighty and Majestic is He, makes Himself known [to the gnostics] and
makes things known to them through Him—as when Ibrahim, upon him peace, said, I do not
love those that set (QQ 6:76) (uttering this after Allah had granted him gnosis, so that he knew
the reality of things).

The meaning of [ma ‘rifat] al-ta ‘rif 1s that Allah Most High shows them signs of His Power
(athar qudratih) in the cosmos and within themselves, and then He grants them the subtle
ability (lutfan) by which things guide them to [the knowledge] that they have a Maker (san:®).

This is the gnosis of the common folk of believers, whereas the former is the gnosis of the
elect.

In reality, none has gnosis of Him except by Him” (al-Kalabadhi, al-Ta ‘arruf p. 64).
Ibn “‘Ata’ (d. 309/921), likewise, said:

“[Allah] makes Himself known (fa ‘arraf) to the common folk through His created things—
as He said, Do they, then, not look at the camel, how it was created...? (Q 88:17); to the elect
through His speech and attributes—as He said, Do they not, then, reflect on the Qur’an? (Q 4:82;
47:24)...; and to the Prophets directly (bi-nafsih)—as He said, And likewise have We Ourselves
revealed to you an essence of Our command (Q 42:52)”

(al-Kalabadhi, al-Ta arruf p. 64).

The Egyptian Sufi master Ibn “Ata’ Allah al-Iskandari (d. 709/1309) further differentiates
the two categories of seekers, as his Andalusian commentator Ibn ‘Abbad al-Rundi (733-
792/1333-1390) elucidates: “What a difference between one who finds proof in Him and one
who seeks proof of Him! The one finding proof in Him knows the Real (a/-Hagq) in the One
deserving of it, and affirms existence of all other [created beings] through their root. The
one who finds proof for Him through created things draws an inference to Him from the
unknown to the known, from the non-existent to the existent, and from the concealed to the
apparent. This is so because of the presence of the veil, and because such a person stops

[short] at the [immediate] causes, and has not attained closeness [to the Divine]” (Sharh Ibn
‘Abbad, sub hikma 29).

Abtui Nagr al-Sarraj al-Tust outlines two modes of gnosis: gnosis of Truth (ma rifat al-Haqq)
and gnosis of Reality (ma “rifat al-Hagiqa).



The former is gnosis of Divine Oneness (ma “rifat wahdaniyya), which Allah has disclosed to
creatures through His Names and Attributes; but there is no means of access (la sabil ilayha)
to gnosis of Reality, because His eternal and inaccessible Self-Sufficiency (Samadiyya) and
Lordship (Rububiyya) prevent it; as He says, they cannot encompass Him with their knowledge (Q
920:110).

Al-Sarraj proceeds to explain why gnosis of even an iota of His Reality is inaccessible: “All
that is in the cosmos vanishes as soon as the first traces [of self-manifestation] appear from
the valley of His Grandeur and Majesty. Who would be capable of receiving such gnosis
except one imbued with these attributes, which none besides [Allah] possesses?

That is why it is said that no one has ever known Him except Him, and no one has ever
desired Him except Him, because His inaccessible Self-Sufficiency (Samadiyya) has prevented
cognition (al-idrak) or His being encompassed. Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has said, they
cannot attain to aught of His knowledge save that which He wills (Q 2:255).

That 1s also the purport of the saying of Abt Bakr, Allah be well-pleased with him: ‘Glory
be to Him who has taught His servants no way to [attain] gnosis of Him, beyond their
recognizing it through their inability to know Him’” (al-Sarraj al-Tusi, al-Luma“ p. 56-57).
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