
IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIFUL

P
RAISE BELONGS TO God alone, the Lord of the worlds.

The most learned scholar, the Proof of Islam, Abh Ja
c
far

al-Warraq al-TahawI (from Egypt), may God shower him
with mercy, states that the following is an exposition of the creed
of the People of the Prophetic Way and the Majority ofScholars (ahl

al-sunnah wa al-jama
c
ah)

37 in accordance with the understanding of
Muslim jurists such as Imam Abu Hanlfah al-Nu cman b. Thabit
al-Kufi, Abu YusufYa cqub b. Ibrahim al-Ansarl, and Abu cAbd Allah
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shaybanl It includes their beliefs

about the theological foundations of the religion upon which they
base their worship of the Lord of the worlds.

We assert about the unity of God, as did Imam [Abu Hanlfah]
and the two aforementioned imams [Abu Yusuf and Muhammad
b. al-Hasan] may God have mercy on them—believing with
providence, 38 that:

i. God is one, without partner.

2.

Nothing is like Him.

3.

Nothing debilitates Him.

4.

No deity exists save Him.

5

.

He is preexistent without origin, eternal without end.

6.

He neither perishes nor ceases to exist.

‘ See Appendix A: “Biographies ofAbu Hanlfah, Abu Yusuf, and al-Shaybanl.”
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THE CREED OF IMAM AL-TAHAWI

7. Nothing will be except what He wills.

8. Imaginations cannot attain Him; comprehensions

cannot perceive Him.

9. Creatures do not bear any similarity to Him.

10. Alive, He never dies; all-sustaining, He never sleeps.

11. He is a creator without any need to create and a provider

without any stores of provision.

12. He seizes life without fear and resurrects without effort.

13. Just as He was possessed ofHis attributes prior to

His creation, so He remains with the same attributes

without increasing in them as a result ofHis creation

coming into being.

14. As He was before creation qualified with specific

attributes, so He remains forever described by them.

15. It is not after creating the universe that He merits the

name the Creator, nor through originating His creatures

that He merits the name the Originator.

16. He possesses the quality of sovereignty with or without

fief, and the quality of creativity with or without

creation.

17. And while He is the Resurrector ofthe Dead after He
resurrects them, He merits the same name before their

actual resurrection. Likewise, He merits the name the

Creator before their actual creation.

18. That is because He is omnipotent. Everything is

dependent upon Him, and every affair is effortless for

Him. He needs nothing, and There is nothing like Him, yet

He is the Hearing, the Seeing (Qur’an 42:11).

f.
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THE CREED OF IMAM AL-TAHAwI

19. He originated the creation with omniscience.

20. He measured out the lots [of all He created].

21. He determined the spans of their lives.

22. None of their actions were concealed from Him before He

created them. He knew what they would do before He

created them.

23. He commanded them to obey Him and proscribed them

from disobeying Him.

24. All things are in accordance with His determination and

will, and His will is fulfilled.

25. His servants are without volition except what He wills for

them. Thus, what He wills for them will be, and what He
does not will for them will not be.

26. He guides, protects, and preserves whomever He wills by

grace. And He misguides, forsakes, and afflicts whomever

He wills by justice. 39

27. All ofthem vacillate in His providence between His grace

and His justice.

28. He transcends having any opposites or peers.

29. None can thwart His decree, overrule His judgment, or

override His command.

30. We believe in all of that and are certain that all of it is

from Him.

31. [We believe] Muhammad is His chosen one, His

preeminent prophet, and His messenger, with whom He
is well pleased.
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32. He is the finality of the prophets, the paragon of the pious,

the master of the messengers, and the beloved of the Lord of

all worlds.

33. Any claim to prophecy after him is deviation and heresy.

34. He is an emissary to all of the jinn40 and the whole of

humanity, with truth and guidance, light and radiance.

35. The Qur’an is the Word ofGod that emanated from Him

without modality in its expression. He sent it down to His

messenger as a revelation. The believers accept it as such

literally. They are certain it is, in reality, the Word ofGod,

the Sublime and Exalted.

36. Unlike human speech, it is eternal and uncreated.

37. Whoever hears it and alleges it is human speech has

disbelieved, for God has rebuked, censured, and promised

such a one an agonizing punishment, stating, I will roast him

in the Hellfire (Qur’an 74:26). Because God threatened those

who allege, This is merely human speech (Qur’an 74:25)

with an inferno of torment, we acknowledged and

ascertained that it was the Word of the Creator ofhumanity,

and does not resemble human speech.

38. Whoever ascribes any human qualities to God has

blasphemed. 41 So whoever perceives this takes heed and

refrains from such statements of the disbelievers and knows

that God, the Sublime and Exalted, in all ofHis attributes, is

utterly unlike humanity.
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THE CREED OF IMAM AL-TAHAWI

39. The Beatific Vision is a reality for the people of Paradise

without enclosure or modality,42 just as the Book ofGod

pronounces, Some/aces mill be aglom that day, yaziny at their

Lord (75:22-23). Its explanation is as God, the Sublime and

Exalted, knows it to be and as He intended.

40. All that came [to us] from the Messenger in the

authentic hadith43 is just as he said it was, and the meaning

is as he intended. We do not interpret any of it to accord

with our opinions, nor do we presume any of it to accord

with our whims.

41. No one is secure in his religion unless he resigns himself

to God, the Sublime and Exalted, and His Messenger J§&

and consigns whatever obscures his understanding to the

One who knows its meaning.

42. One’s footing in Islam is not firm save on the ground of

resignation and surrender.

43. Whoever covets knowledge that was barred from him,

discontented with the limits of his understanding, shall

be veiled from pure unity, unadulterated comprehension,

and sound faith on account of his covetousness. He will

then vacillate between beliefand disbelief, assertion and

negation, and resolution and denial. Obsessive, aimless,

skeptical, and deviant, he is neither an assertive believer

nor a resolute denier.

44. Belief in the Beatific Vision of the denizens of Paradise

is incorrect for anyone who surmises that it is imaginary

or interprets it to be a type ofcomprehension. For correct

interpretation of the Beatific Vision—or any quality

annexed to Lordship—lies in leaving interpretation and

cleaving to resignation. Upon this are based the religion of

the Muslims and the sacred laws of the prophets.
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